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Forest Service’s land stances draw heat|

o Expert wha worked o
the agenay’s management
plan says wildfires” effect
| on the spotlud awl has
! heen mischaructerizsd
By Scolt Sonner
AGYIONTIN PGESS
HOSQUITS RIDGE — The

Forest Service exagzerated the ef-
[LZE T va]d!m:: or. Califuroia

i
pring in the
Siecen Nevada, sequrding o o

lonztime aTency expen who |

worked on the plan.

Other wildlice biologists inside

snc outside che Forest Service
ccnfirm chat ac lenst seven of 12
sites listed by the agency as owl
haghitid destroyud by wildfires ane
Touristung unud oceupied by the
naie bind s

1he new dizclosuses -
tarvlass with The Assock
Peess, tows of the areas in ques-
tien and reviews of Aundreads of
pages of documents — rnise new
questions about the agency's con-
vlosivn in Janvary thatl sigoif-
cienly mure logging of bigger
Tnees mvst be allewed than is le-
gl umnler noles adopted in 2001
by the Clintun adminkstration t»
prulect the region’s oldest forests.

“The: Fores: Servioe's claim thet
i average of 4.5 ov
have beer. last
over the past foulr years is ir-
vhaded in a plan 1o redooe: wild.
fire threats and in & conrraverszal
agency brochure. The “Forests
wilh 3 Furure® brochure slready
I8 uruler fim from some mamberz
f;f "u'\grm nﬂ uthers whe ssy
L

inin-

7o
s in \..JJIIDJTJI. Iy sub-
i phewwgraphs fror Mor-

T real nncomdcrtable witl
che censtant portraval of fire in
the covirenment as 4 negative
thing — &ll heUfire snd bnm
slooe,” said Mk

sinea 1976, Grisseh wic he 5;'*
reinaved lissl year from the Leino
that wrota the plan 0 erarage b
11 narional foresrs t the ez
Nevada after he oamplained re-
peatedly about the gency’a mis-

chat; ion of rhe effect fires
have or. the owl, which is depen-
dent on old stands of trees.

An important statement thar
pur fire threats in perspactive was
srricken from the final version of
the plan published in Janoary,
Gertsch told The Associaced
Press.

“Iwas dropped because the
ennelusiom nf my wnalysis was
chat flee appears o be mare ol
melrtznance mech;
destructive fnrce foruw
sald Genscl, who whrks .n Ve
aganey's Pacific Southaves: re
@enal coordingtor of threslsaed

of bigger traes,” said Chad Har-
sum, direzear of che Jahn Muir
Project, wrhizh is appealing the
plm te Peresr Service Cheet Dale
Bussweurth, T wees a gift ta the tim-
ber industry

< Vnmst - Serviee . regionsl
spnkeserin Matl Mn'hm Mkl. iy

ourdated Uigures *
tentional alterpl 10 mislead.”
el wen wilh whal v e

time che dinfl went oue. Things
change on the growmd,” Mathes
said,

AN AP rour of oan avd haty tar
sites reportod Cosvoyed by (e ac-
cerding w the Foves: Sarvice
showectd mustly green farests. In
the worst case, sbous ene-dhird of
tbu forust avea had sumned. Forest
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They were ixtal the ||

In%;x:ction reveals little of rcponed
damage in birds’ “activity cenlers’

By Scott Senncr
ASOTNTEOPIFS-

MOSQUIID RIDGE — 4
wild life tiologiat whit e sut-
weryed m:fe.mla spolled oy for
1le Funas Scrvice oold the oy
liss tidl there was no |
claims thay are loaing 1he:

birds of prex W Sierra wildfites,
\!cujm 135mal, who now works

ol iogzln.,
|m. Chad Hgmmi . ivclorof the
Muir Project; anfuu Lhe
agrney bas dramatically gver-
slated Lire dumage w0 o1 sites .~
Tepically S00- to 400-a2¢e 4
ol macy

ir
walked and phatugr:
the aites the Feresl Service claims
huive been “lasi” (o wildfres,

e still have yel losoe an vl
PAC whare the madonly of it was
bumed. The majnnly of i i all
veer and beautiful,* e suid,

T o cuse, the fh Circuit
Conrt of Apprals i San Francisco
granled o femperary infinclion
huling u sabvage logglng opura-
tirm based in part on hundieds of
plolugriphs Hanson's grazyp snb-
it ed X show the alte was
maslly alive, contrary to the
EEELIY'E 5.

Bai il saidl abe was “flaliber
geated” when she murned ta a
“loar* aite @l the Fldurado Ma-
tional Fuzest whiese the Poresr
Servica said 249 acres ot the 304-
acro FAC hurned,

The Foreat Se:vive sic 18 owl
silzs have bear, lost, bt Bond o5-

Urmided e vaat i i vhe
T sl still suppon owls.
AnRAP reportay end phatages

pher actoripanicd Boand ainl
Hanzox en rovert tops 1o other
oW Sites in (e Lassen Nahonal
Fores: Lantawnst of Selden and
in: the Tahoe Natienal Forest near

Tyenth Meadoras Resorvoir west
of |aks Tahoe.

“Thre Foresc Service officals
doinesd Gy tour of the Tahoe sic
an Mesyuics Ridze 30 miles
northeass

I Foresthill. ‘Thi:

rrvirenmenral impacd
sitys chet PAC was
lost* in the Rix? Sear £1e of 2001.
Tt says 264 acies of the 313-20ve
PAC is now unsili bl habitat —
ibuut 83 pareen.

Bue &5 muck ol thoew-lourths
of’ The site appears lo he flour
Iskizg And Karen Hiyeen, higl-
ngist far die Takoe National [or-
€41, g Joss taan hal? of the
LAl is uresuitable.

Ly dizin't ger ch,
Haydan said. "The majority of't
habirar i the PAC is suirabla. .
Ir hazi ¢ bren lose, It's sull amn”

In fect, Hiyden snd Mall
Triggs. hiologist for the ‘1ahoe's
Porestlill razpger distict, sakd 1
statement 15 wrong co list acy af
the three Tahos PACs as lcst
They s2id the same is true for a2
I=ast one af twn PACUs on the
neighbaring Fldocadoe Masjonal
Toms:

“Tae list, ft's a hite v::zzlmg.
sl Joznson, the agency’s
Finres il disteict ranger, It may
ba sermantivs. [t could be based
ac el or based on an oul-
dated dalabase,”
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Serviae sivugists confirmed
oz of the =it ;umzined inhish-
jred by epoiied ¢wls and ae-
krowdedaes the edher oould sep-
poct the beds.

The same siemes trie acmas
wudh af the Bierry, according ra
agency exnedls and othars.

- A widille Bialngist who aur-
veved amel <iles Jur (ke Forest Ser
vice near Lila: Tahoe o 15990-
2001 satd her visits ro six of (8
Sicrra aites the sgency lists as
"lost® 20 fire siwce 1950 Las found
ostly green stunds capahble af
SUpperting the uwls, incliding
severel oocupierl by cha birds.

Twro Foresl Service biaingists
in. the field confivmoed all chree
siles laheled okl in the Tzloe
Narionel Foces: isre ocvipied by
avls The agerry’s regicnal of-
JLe gppErently njsnaructenized
the situation lussed oo nrstake
ur oucdared daia, They seid

A ird sad 1he same is Tus
ol spowleze i the Fdordo Na-
el Forese wast ol | ake Tahoe,

aral g fowrth Faic. the same ching
bt ur lezss three cwl sites israd
e lost® at the Plimas Mations!
Ferest 50 iles numhwest of
Renw;,

“They sre not loal, Wi: Fad onl
surveys onduated A%k Ibg bum
aral were a5lc ta pLl vwls ol ek
noe," siid Gary Botta, o biolugise
for the Plumes Naronal Fucest's
a1 uugh Distrier.

WMithes acknowledged owls
gy jriazit soma ol Ly sitce —
whevk arg typically G0 o 400
f0res —but be insisied That won't
Lt ior Joog.

Sumctimes ey
“amoeng black sters lur os long
as wy yoors aftar o wildiire gors
hrecgh, But evantug' by the owls
o leave,” Maches said,

“You and I could live in o card-
boari box on the idews k for =
eetain araount of tirne. Dur net
for lnng, and yan alml roctanly
WAL crealt offsping,”

Culies vaud the agengy is in-
tentinniily exagperaung the Rro
impauts o build 8 case lor muce
loggiig.

“It's a celly tanstad argo-
ment." saic Morica Bard, e v
olegis who surevad owds for Lhe

rLnEin

Faresi Service at the Eldovado
an s Tahor national foicsts and
s wurks Lop the Ceater for B -
ol nigieal Biversity, snether nor-
prafit 2auskrvaion group ap-
pealing the plar.

Thay ars using sonoems over

the ol anc corsems alaur loss
of hahizat as Juslificalion to ds
mave lagging of ihe bahitad,® s
said.
“The ehams the) Lice is 2tou-
nating szoifd el babiggs in dia
Suecra Nenachis s Tof cppRar
be based 6n any surveys or sie-
apecifle analisis f ¢wl sordval
and aecupane:”

Tae breest Sevvioe firse cited
adeeline in gt el owd oeses dus
0 fives in 2009 when agency of-
Seiala urder the Ninh wminis.
tratins znuounierl placys o re
varip the Cloloncoy forest
strareny

Nearly a decads in the mak-
ing, e Cintan phon had madn
st all of the Siecs s remeining
ald-groatl forests off limits to
logmiaz,

Eut the agreoy said thar po-
ivy ne longer was workable be
ciuse of incTessad Ik dangor:
ond rovised 2 to aliow (o bo n

s st o
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pling of lagging leve)s to [his
ine gverly dense slurds and pra
gl pompeimines and eildlife.

ks Blasloweli, (e Favosr Sar-
VIeE's ruglonal bass in charge of
e rew plar, cited e oy of ood
Lazitat in issuing the smended
warsion i 22, It'a carran by he-
fora Bcewanth, 910 2 eonsider-
ing & number 5f sdminiaiea ive
appaele filed Uy cavirenmen al-
isly.

"Tavge, nh Lrocs, wild ile bt
1t Tonea anit local oo mnnitivs
wil be inereasingly destyind vn-
irng the plan i i Rl [T TS
w'l said, specifienlly citing the
teuat 1oss of nwl habitas.

Timher indusiry leadars and
their slties in Congress cheered
the move,

“The Forest Service is taking
TEnS 1o roform the malrdused man-
agenenl policies le! in place hy
the Clintun sdminisiration ® s8¢
Rep. Richard Pomha, RTrecy
cheirman o the House Resonoe
Copmities

“The plas recuprdzes fre is the
single greares! thocat 2o comma-
1clics, endangered spacies ks ke
Californiz spelled owl 2ns the
ferall health of the forests,” he

suid.

The Cabilfomnin Corestsy Assy-
etion, thaegh sl criticsl of
~inG Prs. 33 a4l the changes
“wauld prosact the lirgess amoLy
o wildlife hahital feym curran
wlldiire thocats.”

Baswirth 2 to rile hefarc fae
and f 1w year an rhe adminis-
mativa challongea. He will con-
sidar the orities’ elaims bt
“there's i wiy w Xnnw ul iz
stege" whether the ow! diserzp-
ancies cuuld b2 cansidored sig-
nificant #ngugh to fas unother
rewrite ol tho plan, his vhicf
spokesuan Dan Jiran 2% [rom
Washingian, D.C.

Gertsen sail the new plan was
a flawed precesy in compaison
o when he belpd write the Cline
ton forest rules, Gilled the “Sisra
Nevade Framework.”

"W invalved all the ecimmn
nilirs,” said Centsch, bue that did-
a't happen with 1he most recen
r2avile, he said

“Buippegs were tshen (rum ac-
cace. hin Soy dici't lisien to the
st.ence ponmunity Thel's why
thore ka2 been 30 much criti-
cism,” Gerlach saic,

"I fough and fough. and

[ ==
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forght asd fought sad finally they
uset same exduse 2ud removed
me from the lesm,” he zaic,

Mathes ssid he < innut Vismuss
“personuel issues v doalers.
Agorcy document 2 Bnsuntly ors
fevised bzoween dizll wral lingl
Alages, he said.

“Wearn like aay other laiga
OrZanisizdinn. Ve ki & divarsity
of prolessiomal opmion,"” Mathes
maid. .
{iersch remwins 8 supgovier
af nadharmt] effurs to din Mol
 retice (e e bt s ovlli-
cal of & seriex of wlor srocliures
printec for the Furest Sorvice's
“Forests for The Falund” cempaign,
which presents acoc'erased Jog-
ging as the kev o pioteolise spoc-
tod owls and ather wnldﬁl‘g o

*The flier is totally hogus”
Gensch seld

The fire danger eauls haws
been add-essed uncer the origi-
nal framework witoue aasing
old grawth pritcation, he said,

“Iewnild bave ko & grearer
wnaunt of lme ! cose simeifi-
cantly mare. The unmncy” io ger
it deae kind 0 pverruled the en-
virchmental erncerrs in some
cases"

S————





