Open Letter to Congress from Scientists Concerned about Proposals to

“Fix” Funding for Wildland Fire Management
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As professional scientists with backgrounds in ecological sciences and natural resources
management, we are greatly concerned about current legislative packages proposing to remedy
the practice of “fire borrowing.” Fire borrowing is when federal wildland fire suppression
programs borrow funds from other programs when funds run out in fire season. Current
proposed fire borrowing “fixes” would severely undermine existing environmental laws, result
in destructive increases in logging on federal lands, including roadless areas and old-growth
forests on the Tongass National Forest in Alaska, and would take the nation in the wrong
direction on wildland fire management. The vehicle for these legislative proposals, known as
the “Wildfire Disaster Funding Act” (WDFA), seems on its face to be a reasonable attempt to
address a common-sense budgetary problem. It is not. And, while many policy analysts,
forestry, fire suppression, industry, and agency officials have been consulted during
development of this legislation, there has been virtually no input from the scientific community.
We believe there are serious problems with existing legislative proposals.

Because so many have assumed that some version of the WDFA is an essential, must-pass
measure, logging interests have exploited this context to leverage the inclusion of numerous
provisions in WDFA legislative packages. Current versions of the WDFA from both Republicans
and Democrats contain numerous environmentally damaging provisions that would weaken
environmental laws to increase logging roads on federal lands, transfer more authority from
federal agencies to states for logging projects on federal lands, constrain environmental
analysis for large clearcutting projects under the deceptive guise of creating habitat for mule
deer, and undermine the requirements to consult with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service under
the Endangered Species Act. The immediate threat is that these misguided provisions would be
attached as “riders” to upcoming Omnibus appropriations bills without public hearings or
disclosure of exact legislative language. This is widely recognized as the worst way to legislate,
and we urge you to stand firm and oppose policy riders on appropriations bills.

Another troubling provision of the WDFA packages is the elimination of meaningful
environmental analysis and public notice and participation for commercial logging projects of
up to 3,000 acres in ponderosa pine forests on National Forests across the western U.S. This
provision would expand and make long-term a similar but temporary measure passed in 2014
as part of the Farm Bill reauthorization, which was promoted at that time as a light-touch
measure to facilitate reduction of undergrowth and small trees. However, in practice these
environmental “sideboards” have proven meaningless. The Republican version of this provision
would allow logging projects of up to 6,000 acres without meaningful analysis or public
disclosure and participation.



WDFA proposals dramatically increase annual fire suppression funding. Because they contain
no clear direction on prioritization of management actions, this will inevitably mean more
misguided backcountry fire suppression. Weather-driven wildland fires (the main factor in large
fires) cannot be stopped until the weather changes, yet they incur excessive ineffective fire
suppression. That funding would be better spent helping communities prepare for fire via
defensible space.!

Importantly, all of the various WDFA proposals would categorize all wildland fires as
“disasters,” thus ignoring the past three decades of science which find that fires, including large
ones, are an ecologically essential part of forest ecosystems and create highly biodiverse
wildlife habitat.?

We urge you to consider the current science, and fundamentally re-think the WDFA proposals.

Sincerely,*

Dominick A. DellaSala, Ph. D.
Chief Scientist, Geos Institute, Ashland, OR

Chad T. Hanson, Ph. D.
Research Ecologist, Earth Island Institute, Berkley, CA

Derek E. Lee, Ph. D.
Principal Scientist, Wild Nature Inst. & Assoc. Prof. Penn State University, State College, PA
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INSTAAR & Geography, University of Colorado, Boulder, CO
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Professor Emeritus, University of Montana, Missoula, MT
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1 https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/B978012802749300013X
2 DellaSala and Hanson (2015), The Ecological Importance of Mixed-Severity Fires: Nature’s Phoenix. Elsevier,
Boston.




William Baker, Ph. D.

Professor Emeritus, University of Wyoming, Laramie, WY

David S. Wilcove, Ph. D.
Professor, Princeton University, Princeton, NJ

Monica Bond
Ecologist, Wild Nature Institute, Concord, NH

Dennis Murphy, Ph. D.
Professor Emeritus, University of Reno, Reno, NV

Anne Ehrlich, Ph. D.

Senior Research Scientist Emerita, Stanford University, Palo Alto, CA

Paul Ehrlich, Ph. D.

Professor Emeritus of Biology, Stanford University, Palo Alto, CA

Erik Jules, Ph. D.
Professor, Humboldt State University, Arcata, CA

Additional 237 Signatories

Paul Alaback, Ph. D.
Professor Emeritus
University of Montana
Missoula, MT

Steven Anderson, Ph. D.

Prof. Emeritus, Biological Sciences
University of the Pacific

Stockton, CA

William Armbruster, Ph. D.
Senior Research Scientist
University of Alaska
Fairbanks, AK

Michael Baranski, Ph. D.
Emeritus Professor of Biology
Catawba College

Salisbury, NC

Jesse Barber, Ph. D.
Associate Professor
Boise State University
Boise, ID

Frank Barnwell, Ph. D.
Professor Emeritus
University of Minnesota
St. Paul, MN

Jeffrey Beane, B.S.

Herpetology Collections Manager

NC State Museum of Natural Sciences
Raleigh, NC

Elizabeth Beck, M.S.
Wildlife Biologist
Federal Government
Davis, CA



Constance Dustin Becker, Ph. D.
Co-Director

Life Net Nature

Willcox, AZ

Craig Benkman, Ph. D.
Professor

University of Wyoming
Laramie, WY

Michael Bennett, Ph. D.

Professor of Neuroscience

Albert Einstein College of Medicine
New Rochelle, NY

Michael V L Bennett, Ph. D.
Professor of Neuroscience

Albert Einstein College of Medicine
Bronx, NY

David J. Berg, Ph. D.
Professor of Biology
Miami University
Oxford, OH

Linda Bernhardt, M.S.
Talent, OR

Robert Beschta, Ph. D.

Emeritus Prof., Forest Ecosystems & Society
Oregon State University

Corvallis, OR

Leslie Bishop, Ph. D.
Professor Emerita of Biology
Earlham College

Nashville, IN

Scott Black, M.S.

Executive Director

Xerces Society for Invertebrate Cons.
Portland, OR

Harvey Blankespoor, Ph. D.
Retired Professor of Biology
Hope College

Holland, Ml

James Blauth, Ph. D.
Professor

University of Redlands
Redlands, CA

David Blockstein, Ph. D.

Chief Scientist

National Council for Sci. & the Env.
Takoma Park, MD

Brian Bodenbender, Ph. D.

Prof. of Geology and Env. Science
Hope College

Holland, Ml

Leo Bodensteiner, Ph. D.

Professor, Dept. of Environmental Sciences
Western Washington University
Bellingham, WA

Jim Boone, Ph. D.

Senior Scientist

Desert Wildlife Consultants, LLC
Las Vegas, NV

Brooke Boswell, M.S.
Research Program Manager
Northern Biobank Initiative
Edmonds, WA

Curtis Bradley, M.S.

Senior Scientist

Center for Biological Diversity
Tucson, AZ

Richard Bradley, Ph. D.
Associate Professor, Emeritus
The Ohio State University
Delaware, OH



Sunshine Brosi, Ph. D.
Associate Professor
Frostburg State University
Swanton, MD

Barbara Brower, Ph. D.
Professor

Portland State University
Portland, OR

Brian Buma, Ph. D.

Assistant Professor
University of Alaska
Juneau, AK

Tom Cade, Ph. D.

Professor Emeitus of Zoology
Cornell Unversity

Ithaca, NY

Ken Carloni, Ph. D.

Assoc. Professor, Science Dept. Chair
Umpgua Community College
Roseburg, OR

Gary Carnefix, M.S.

Ecologist

Carnefix Ecological Consulting
Missoula, MT

Bobb Carson, Ph. D.
Professor Emeritus

Dept. of Earth and Env. Sci., Lehigh Univ.

Bethlehem, PA

Kai Chan, Ph. D.

Professor

University of British Columbia
Vancouver, British Columbia

F. Stuart Chapin, Ph. D.
Professor Emeritus of Ecology
University of Alaska Fairbanks
Fairbanks, AK

Donald Charles, Ph. D.

Senior Scientist

The Acad. of Natural Sci. of Drexel Univ.
Philadelphia, PA

John Cigliano, Ph. D.
Professor of Biology
Cedar Crest College
Allentown, PA

Rita Claremont, B.S.
Wildlife Biologist
Oregon State University
Corvallis, OR

Malcolm Cleaveland, Ph. D.
Professor Emeritus of Geosciences
University of Arkansas
Fayetteville, AR

Jennifer Costanza, Ph. D.
Research Assistant Professor
North Carolina State University
Raleigh, NC

Ericha Courtright, M.S.
Las Cruces, NM

Patrick Crist, Ph. D.
Director of Conservation Planning
Broomfield, CO

David Culver, Ph. D.
Professor Emeritus

The Ohio State University
Columbus, OH

Nancy Curtis, M.S.
Laboratory Instructor
Bowdoin College
Brunswick, ME



Sam Davis, Ph. D.
Research Manager
Dogwood Alliance
Asheville, NC

Paul Dayton, Ph. D.

Professor of Marine Ecology, Emeritus
Scripps Institution of Oceanography
La Jolla, CA

A. Scott Denning, Ph. D.

Monfort Professor of Atmospheric Science
Colorado State University

Fort Collins, CO

Amy Denton, Ph. D.

Professor of Biology

California State University Channel Islands
Camarillo, CA

Dominic DiPaolo, B.S.
Vegetation Ecologist
Southern Oregon University
Ashland, OR

Dana Dolsen, M.S.
Founder/Owner

natural resources PRISM
Moscow, ID

Craig Downer, Ph.D. c.
Wildlife Ecologist
Andean Tapir Fund
Minden, NV

Kathleen Doyle, Ph. D.
Middlebury, VT

Peter Dunwiddie, Ph. D.
Affiliate Professor
University of Washington
Seattle, WA

Mary Edwards, Ph. D.
Professor

University of Alaska Fairbanks
Alaska, AK

Steve Erickson,
Restoration Ecologist

Frosty Hollow Ecological Restoration

Langley, WA

Donald Estberg, M.A.
Don Estberg
Redmond, WA

Gerald Estberg, Ph. D.
Emeritus Professor of Physics
University of San Diego

Port Angeles, WA

Jonathan Evans, Ph. D.
Professor of Biology
University of the South
Sewanee, TN

Daniel Feller, B.S.

Western Regional Ecologist
Department of Natural Resources
Swanton, MD

Doug Fischer, Ph. D.
Research Scholar
Ronin Institute
Santa Barbara, CA

Daniel Fisher, Ph. D.
Professor, Director
University of Michigan
Ann Arbor, Ml

Margaret Flaherty, M.S.
Physical Therapist
EBCNPS

Berkeley, CA



Thomas Fleischner, Ph. D.
Executive Director
Natural History Institute
Prescott, AZ

Eric Forsman, Ph. D.
Wildlife Biologist
Retired

Corvallis, OR

Johannes Foufopoulos, Ph. D.
Associate Professor
University of Michigan

Ann Arbor, Ml

Janet Franklin, Ph. D.

Distinguished Professor of Biogeography
University of California

Riverside, CA

Douglas Frederick, Ph. D.
Professor of Forestry

North Carolina State University
Raleigh, NC

Jerry Freilich, Ph. D.

Research Coordinator

US National Park Service (retired)
Bend, OR

Lee Frelich, Ph. D.

Director of the Center for Forest Ecology
University of Minnesota

Minneapolis, MN

Christopher Frissell, Ph. D.

Principle Research Scientist

Frissell & Raven Hydrobiological and
Landscape Sciences

Polson, MT

Evan Frost, M.S.
Terrestrial Ecologist
Wildwood Consulting
Ashland, OR

Stephen W Fuller, Ph. D.
Professor Emeritus

University of Mary Washington
Fredericksburg, VA

Christine Perala Gardiner, Ph. D.
Retired

Portland State University Geology Dept.
Cave Junction, OR

Jennifer Gervais, Ph. D.
Wildlife Ecologist
Oregon Wildlife Institute
Corvallis, OR

Allen G. Gibbs, Ph. D.

Professor, School of Life Sciences
University of Nevada

Las Vegas, NV

Scott Goetz, Ph. D.
Professor

Northern Arizona University
Flagstaff, AZ

Marcus Goncalves,
San Juan Capistrano, CA

Robert Good, DVM, MS
Veterinarian, Epidemiologist (retired)
Retired

Chester, MD

David Gray, Ph. D.

Professor of Biology

California State University Northridge
Northridge, CA



Gregory Grether, Ph. D.

Professor

University of California, Los Angeles
Los Angeles, CA

David Griffith, Ph. D.
Assistant Professor of Biology
Ferris State University

Big Rapids, Ml

Jon Grinnell, Ph. D.

Uhler Chair in Biology
Gustavus Adolphus College
Saint Peter, MN

Gary Grossman, Ph. D.
Professor

University of Georgia
Athens, GA

Vincent Gutschick, Ph. D.

Board Chair and Owner

Las Cruces Academy and Global Change
Consulting Consortium

Las Cruces, NM

Michael Hadjiargyrou, Ph. D.
Professor

Stony Brook University
Centerport, NY

Cheryl Harding, Ph. D.
Professor Emeritus
CUNY Hunter College
Stanton, NJ

Mark Harmon, Ph. D.
Professor, emeritus
Oregon State University
Corvallis, OR

John Harte, Ph. D.

Professor of the Graduate School
University of California, Berkeley
Berkeley, CA

Cindy Haws, M.S.
Science Professor
Myrtle Creek, OR

Susanna Hecht, Ph. D.

Professor

University of California, Los Angeles
Los Angeles, CA

Betsy Herbert, Ph. D.
Freelance writer
Sempervirends Fund
Corvallis, OR

Karen Holl, Ph. D.

Professor

University of California, Santa Cruz
Santa Cruz, CA

Deborah W. Holmes, Ph. D.
Geisel School of Medicine at Dartmouth
Lebanon, NH

Richard Holmes, Ph. D.

Professor of Biological Sciences Emeritus
Dartmouth College

Hanover, NH

Richard Hutto, Ph. D.
Professor

University of Montana
Missoula, MT

Marc Imlay, Ph. D.
Bryans Road, MD

Alice Imlay, Ph. D.
Bryans Road, MD



Timothy Ingalsbee, Ph. D.

Executive Director

Firefighters United for Safety, Ethics, &
Ecology

Eugene, OR

David Inouye, Ph. D.
Professor Emeritus
University of Maryland
College Park, MD

David Janos, Ph. D.
Emeritus Professor
University of Miami
Corvallis, OR

Charles Janson, Ph. D.
Associate Dean

The University of Montana
Missoula, MT

Karl Jarvis, Ph. D.
Southern Utah University
Cedar City, UT

Mitchell Johns, Ph. D.

Professor Emeritus Soil and Plant Scientist
California State University Chico

Chico, California, CA

Jay Jones, Ph. D.

Professor of Biology and Biochemistry
University of La Verne

La Verne, CA

Alan Journet, Ph. D.

Professor emeritus

Southeast Missouri State University
Cape Girardeau, MS

Walter Judd, Ph. D.

Botanist

University of Florida, Department of Biology
Gainesville, FL

Jacob Kann, Ph. D.

Aguatic Ecologist

Aquatic Ecosystem Sciences
Ashland, OR

David Karowe, Ph. D.

Professor of Biological Sciences
Western Michigan University
Kalamazoo, Ml

James R. Karr, Ph. D.

Professor Emeritus

University of Washington, Seattle
Sequim, WA

Sterling Keeley, Ph. D.
Professor of Botany
University of Hawaii
Honolulu, HI

Ruth Ann Kern, Ph. D.

Biology Department

California State University, Fresno
Fresno, CA

Maya Khosla, M.S.

Senior Biologist and Toxicologist
Ecological Studies

Rohnert Park, CA

Fayette Krause, Ph. D.
Retired
Port Townsend, WA

Alex Krevitz, M.A.
Biologist, Mammalogist
Independent Researcher
Coarsegold, CA

Rick Landenberger, Ph. D.
Science and Management Specialist
West Virginia Land Trust
Morgantown, WV



Jeri Langham, Ph. D.

Professor Emeritus of Biological Sciences
California State University

Sacramento, CA

Marc Lapin, Ph. D.

Laboratory Professor and College Lands
Conservatio

Middlebury College

Middlebury, VT

Beverly Law, Ph. D.

Professor, Global Change Biology &
Terrestrial Sys

Oregon State University

Corvallis, OR

Richard Lee, Ph. D.

University Distinguished Professor
Miami University

Oxford, OH

Jessica Leonard, B.A.
Geospatial Analyst
Geos Institute
Ashland, OR

Ken Lertzman, Ph. D.

Prof. of Forest Ecology, Cons., & Man
Simon Fraser University

Burnaby, British Columbia

Jason A. Lillegraven, Ph. D.

Arts & Sciences Dist. Emeritus Professor
University of Wyoming

Laramie, WY

Joshua Linder, Ph. D.

Associate Professor of Anthropology
James Madison University
Harrisonburg, VA

Brian Linkhart, Ph. D.
Professor of Biology
Colorado College

Colorado Springs, CO

Jim Litts, Ph. D.

Botanist & Biochemist

Klamath Wetland Edu. and Research Inst.
Eugene, OR

Darryl Lloyd, M.S.
Retired

Friends of Mount Adams
Hood River, OR

Frank Logiudice, M.S.

Associate Instructor

Dept. of Biology, Univ. of Central Florida
Orlando, FL

Andy MacKinnon, Ph. D.
Forest Ecologist

Ragincoast Education Society
Metchosin, British Columbia

Loys Maingon, Ph. D.

Director, Registered Professional Biologist
Strathcona Wilderness Institute
Courtenay, British Columbia

Michael Marsh, Ph. D.

Member, Conservation Committee
Washington Native Plant Society
Seattle, WA

Travis Marsico, Ph. D.
Associate Professor
Arkansas State University
Jonesboro, AR

Kathleen McCarthy, M.S.
Landscape Restoration Project Manager
New York, NY



Carl McDaniel, Ph. D.

Prof. of Biology Emeritus; Visiting Professor
RPI, Oberlin College

Oberlin, OH

John MclLaughlin, Ph. D.
Associate Professor

Western Washington University
Bellingham, WA

Robert Meese, Ph. D.

Staff Research Associate, Retired
U.C. Davis

Davis, CA

Gary Meffe, Ph. D.
Research Professor, Retired
University of Florida
Brandon, VT

Eric Menges, Ph. D.

Program Director, Plant Ecology
Archbold Biological Station
Venus, FL

Vicky Meretsky, Ph. D.
Professor

Indiana University
Bloomington, IN

Roy Miller, M.S.
Senior Firefighter
Grants Pass, OR

Christina Mills, J.D.
Administrative Associate
Geos Institute

Ashland, OR

Wayne Minshall, Ph. D.
Emeritus Professor of Ecology
Idaho State University
Pocatello, ID

Nicole Misarti, Ph. D.
Research Assistant Professor
University of Alaska Fairbanks
Fairbanks, AK

Harold Mooney, Ph. D.
Professor, Emeritus
Stanford University
Stanford, CA

Rob Mrowka, M.S.

Senior Scientist

Center for Biological Diversity
Franklinville, NY

John Mull, Ph. D.
Professor of Zoology
Weber State University
Ogden, UT

Richard Munson, Ph. D.
Lecturer Emeritus
Miami University
Oxford, OH

Peter Murphy, Ph. D.
Professor Emeritus
Michigan State University
East Lansing, Ml

Louann Murray, Ph. D.
Restoration ecologist, retired
Huntington Beach, CA

K. Greg Murray, Ph. D.
Professor of Biology
Hope College
Holland, Ml

James Murray, Ph. D.
Professsor of Biology, Emeritus
University of Virginia
Charlottesville, VA



Philip Myers, Ph. D.
Professor Emeritus
University of Michigan
Ann Arbor, Ml

Wolf Naegeli, Ph. D.

Senior Research Scientist Emeritus
The University of Tennessee
Knoxville, TN

Richard Nawa, M.A.

Staff Ecologist

Klamath Siskiyou Wildlands Center
Ashland, OR

Charles R. Neal, B.S.
Ecologist

US Dept. Interior, retired
Cody, WY

Cara R. Nelson, Ph. D.
Associate Professor
University of Montana
Missoula, MT

John Nemeth, Ph. D.

President

Education and Research Consulting
Christiansburg, VA

Gretchen North, Ph. D.
Professor of Biology
Occidental College

Los Angeles, CA

Richard Nyhof, Ph. D.
Professor of Biology
Calvin College

Grand Rapids, Ml

David Olson, Ph. D.
Director
Conservation Earth
Washington, DC

10

John Pagels, Ph. D.

Professor Emeritus of Biokogy
Virginia Commonwealth University
Richmond, VA

Robert J Palzer, Ph. D.

Scientific Director

Rogue Valley Citizens for Clean Air
Ashland, OR

Theodore Papenfuss, Ph. D.
Research Scientist
University of California
Berkeley, CA

Christopher Papouchis, M.S.
Lecturer, Environmental Studies
California State University
Sacramento, CA

Michael Parker, Ph. D.
Professor of Biology
Southern Oregon University
Ashland, OR

Gustav Paulay, Ph. D.
Professor

University of Florida
Gainesville, FL

Michael Pelizzari, Ph. D.
Physicist

Lockheed Martin
Milpitas, CA

Esther Peters, Ph. D.
Associate Professor
George Mason University
Fairfax, VA

Robert Popp, M.S.

State Botanist

VT. Dept of Fish & Wildlife
Montpelier, VT



Gerald Post, DVM, MEM
Medical Director

The Veterinary Cancer Center

Norwalk, CT

Tony Povilitis, Ph. D.
Director

Life Net Nature
Willcox, AZ

Thomas Power, Ph. D.
Professor Emeritus

The University of Montana
Missoula, NH

Jessica Pratt, Ph. D.
Assistant Professor
University of California
Irvine, CA

Robert Pyle, Ph. D.
Writer and Biologist
Xerces Society
Gray's River, WA

James Quinn, Ph. D.
Professor Emeritus
Rutgers University
New Brunswick, NJ

John Ratti, Ph. D.

Professor and Research Scientist

University of Idaho
Moscow, ID

Ryan Rebozo, Ph. D.

Director of Conservation Science
Pinelands Preservation Alliance

Shamong, NJ

Janice Reid, B.S.
Wildlife Biologist
Roseburg, OR

Tina Rhea, M.S.
Greenbelt, MD

Fred M. Rhoades, Ph. D.

Mycologist, Retired & Research Associate
Western Washington University
Bellingham, WA

Fred Rhoades, Ph. D.

Mycologist, retired & Research Associate
Western Washington University
Bellingham, WA

David Roberts, Ph. D.
Professor

Montana State University
Bozeman, MT

Javier Rodriguez, Ph. D.

Assoc. Professor, School of Life Sciences
University of Nevada, Las Vegas

Las Vegas, NV

Garry Rogers, Ph. D.
President

Agua Fria Open Space Alliance
Humboldt, AZ

Dan Rosenberg, Ph. D.

Co-Executive Director and Assoc. Professor
Oregon Wildlife Inst. & Oregon State Univ.
Corvallis, OR

Barbara Roy, Ph. D.
Professor

University of Oregon
Eugene, OR

Matthew Rubino, M.S.
Research Associate

North Carolina State University
Raleigh, NC



Scott Russell, Ph. D.
Professor

University of Oklahoma
Norman, OK

Anne Salomon, Ph. D.
Associate Professor

Simon Fraser University
Vancouver, British Columbia

Scott Samuels, Ph. D.
Professor

University of Montana
Missoula, MT

Melissaelissa Savage, Ph. D.
Professor Emerita

UCLA

Los Angels, CA

Paul Schaeffer, Ph. D.
Associate Professor
Miami University
Oxford, OH

Charles Schelz, M.S.
Ecologist

Ecos Consulting
Ashland, OR

Paula Schiffman, Ph. D.
Professor of Biology
California State University
Northridge, CA

Fiona Schmiegelow, Ph. D.
Professor

University of Alberta
Whitehorse, Yukon

Kathy Schwager, M.S.
Ecologist
Upton, NY

12

Dave Seaborg, M.S.
Teacher
Walnut Creek, CA

Janet Shellman Sherman, Ph. D.
Research Scientist, Retired
Cornell Unversity

Gold Beach, OR

Thomas W. Sherry, Ph. D.
Professor

Tulane University

New Orleans, LA

Rodney Siegel, Ph. D.

Executive Director

The Instituteffor Bird Populations
Fairfax, CA

Stephen Sillett, Ph. D.
Professor

Humboldt State University
Arcata, CA

Doug Smith, M.F.A.
Retired
Ashland, OR

Jack Sobel, M.S.
Consultant

ETI Professionals, Inc.
Bethesda, MD

Stefan Sommer, Ph. D.

Professor, Merriam-Powell Center
Northern Arizona University
Flagstaff, AZ

Michael Soule, Ph. D.

Professor Emeritus

University of California, Santa Cruz
Paonia, CO



Stan Sovern, B.S.
La Grande, OR

Timothy Spira, Ph. D.

Emeritus Professor of Biological Sciences
Clemson University

Clemson, SC

Peter Stacey, Ph. D.
Research Professor
University of New Mexico
Albuquerque, NM

John D. Stednick, Ph. D.

Professor Emeritus of Watershed Science
Colorado State University

Sequim, WA

Alan Stemler, Ph. D.
Professor Emeritus
University of California
Davis, CA

Hank Stevens, Ph. D.
Associate Professor
Miami University
Oxford, OH

Gwen Stone, Ph. D.
Mission Viejo, CA

Richard Strathmann, Ph. D.
Professor Emeritus
Friday Harbor, WA

Sharon Strauss, Ph. D.
Professor
U.C. Davis
Davis, CA

Michael Swift, Ph. D.

Aquatic Ecologist and Professor, Retired
St. Olaf Colege

Northfield, MN

13

Pepper Trail, Ph. D.
Ornithologist

US Fish & Wildlife Service
Ashland, OR

Vicki Tripoli, Ph. D.
Environmental Scientist
Retired

Moorpark, CA

Walter Tschinkel, Ph. D.
Professor Emeritus
Florida State University
Tallahassee, FL

Mary Tyler, Ph. D.
Professor of Zoology
University of Maine
Orono, ME

Anna Tyler, Ph. D.

Associate Research Scientist
The Jackson Laboratory

Bar Harbor, ME

James Valentine, Ph. D.

Professor of Integrative Biology, Emeritus
Univesity of California, Berkeley

Albany, CA

Rick Van de Poll, Ph. D.

Principal

Ecosystem Management Consultants
Center Sandwich, NH

Mike Vandeman, Ph. D.
San Ramon, CA

Thomas Veblen, Ph. D.
Distinguished Professor
University of Colorado
Boulder, CO



Thomas Veblen, Ph. D.
Distinguished Professor
University of Colorado
Boulder, CO

John Vickery, M.S., M.A.
Natural Areas Specialist
Denver Natural Areas
Denver, CO

David Wake, Ph. D.
ProfessorUniversity of California
Berkeley, CA

Greg Walker, Ph. D.

Professor Emeritus

University of California, Riverside
Riverside, CA

Donald Waller, Ph. D.
Professor

University of Wisconsin
Madison, WI

Vicki Watson, Ph. D.
Professor, Retired
University of Montana
Missoula, MT

Judith Weis, Ph. D.
Professor Emerita
Rutgers University
Newark, NJ

Jeffery Werner, Ph. D.
Science Lead
Conservation North
Prince George, WA

David Whitacre, Ph. D.

Instructor, Biology and Statistics
Treasure Valley Math and Science Center
Boise, ID

David Whitacre, Ph. D.

Instructor

Treasure Valley Math and Science Center
Boise, ID

Neville Winchester, Ph. D.

Research Scientist, Teaching Staff

Biology Department, University of Victoria
Victoria, British Columbia

Shaye Wolf, Ph. D.
Center for Biological Diversity
Oakland, CA

George M. Woodwell, Ph. D.

Founder, President Emeritus

Woods Hole Research Center
Falmouth, MS

George Wuerthner, Ph. D.
ED Public Media

Foundation for Deep Ecology
Bend, OR

*This letter reflects the personal views of the scientists and does not reflect official positions of

their institutions.



